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illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: . . . two centuries after Chaucer, the distinction, whatever it was, was quite obliterated.
Hart and Bullokar give great, swear, and c. with the same symbol for the vowel as maintain, plain, receive. of
Devonshire the pronoun their (dhai) is very differently pronounced from the adverb there (dhe and i). The e and
the at or ei are symbols of sounds perhaps not far apart, but too far to rhyme. But the latter we seem to have
fixed ( 58-67). What of the former | have worked at the problem as follows. 102 can the sound Tradition points to
some (e) sound in these have been () wordS) but it no more rhymes with (ei) on the one side than with (a) on the
other. What intermediate sounds are there Now we have many words in modern English, such as apple, at, ash,
axe, back, band, black, and c. which have a common short vowel now--a genuine English sound, and one to
which Mr. Ellis has repeatedly called attention, --and had a common vowel as written in A. S. also, viz. ce. And
there is no evidence that I can find that these words have changed their sound for the last I000 years. It seems
probable therefore that in English they have always had the same sound, and this in the earliest stage of our
language was represented by ce. Now why may not this same symbol (but perhaps with the accent) sometimes
have represented a sound of...
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