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Missionary Society for the Poor of the City of New-York and Its Vicinity; At Their Quarterly Prayer Meeting, March
1817 In compliance with the wishes of the Board of Managers and others, I have drawn up, and shall now lay
before you, an account of my labours, accompanied with such observations as the nature and the importance
of the subject seem to require. It is about nine months since I first engaged in the service of the Society. Having
had some previous knowledge of the state of the poor, and being fully persuaded, that hundreds of families
were destitute of the Bible, as well as of all other means of religious instruction, I determined to devote a
considerable part of my time to exploring sections of the city, for the purpose of obtaining further information
concerning them, of distributing Bibles and Tracts, and of promoting their spiritual welfare in other ways. By
this means, I have had opportunity to address, on the most important subjects of religion, thousands, who had
never before seen a minister within their dwellings, and many of whom had never seen one in the house of God.
As in visiting families in connexion, it was impossible not to call on some of every denomination, I thought it my
duty to address them exclusively on those great truths in which all real Christians are supposed to agree; such
as the necessity of a change of heart, of repentance, of an interest in Christ; the importance of observing the
sabbath, of setting a holy example before their children, and of training them up in the...
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