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1868, the Queen Isabella had been chased from Spain and had sought refuge in France. The Spanish Cortes,
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the King of Prussia. The French Minister at Madrid telegraphed that Prince Leopold of Hohenzollem had been
nominated to the throne of Spain and had accepted. This produced the utmost excitement and indignation
among the French people. The Paris press teemed with articles more or less violent, calling on the government
to prevent this outrage, even at the cost of war. The journals of all shades were unanimous in the matter,
contending that it was an insult and peril to France, and could not be tolerated. The opposition in the Chamber
made the incident an occasion for attacking the government, alleging that it was to its weak and vacillating
policy that she was indebted for her fresh humiliation. The government journals, however, laid the whole blame
upon the ambition of Count Bismarck, who had become to them a bete noir. He was accused of everything, and
charged with doing everything for the grandeur of Prussia and the unification of Germany; all of which, they
alleged, was on account of his hatred for France. The Duke de Gramont, Minister of Foreign Affairs, was
interpellated in the Chamber on the subject,...
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